still feeling its childish way. Similarly, it would absurd inversion of the due order of things to confront with certain experiments which have been made in the literature of various countries. I salute these experiments ; I admire them on occasion, just as I salute and admire certain attempts of the cinema to express the dynamism and the diffusion of the modern world. But I salute them as younger comrades, and with some sense of priority.
As for the essential unity and the trend of this work of mine, I congratulate myself on the fact that they do not present themselves any too clearly at the outset, and I hope that they will only reveal themselves little by little. My experience of the world, and especially of the modern wotld, has taught me that it is not so transparent as all that. I do not in the least envy those people who claim that they can see it clearly as a whole. Nor am I one of those people who, even before they interrogate the world as it is, know what answer it has to give them. The hand of the cartographer who essays to pin down on paper the graph of the forces of our own time, and at least to sketch some of the lines of destiny of the human race, has every right to tremble a little, and even to go back on his tracks. My own feeling is that nothing is as simple as it may look, and that neither Truth nor Justice walks our streets in any recognisable uniform.
What I should like to do, above all, is to persuade my reader not to be too impatient, not to try to make up his mind too quickly, or to expect things to make up their minds too quickly either. I have no objection to his asking himself sometimes : " What's all this going to lead to ? " - to his feeling momentarily " bewildered " - because I know very well that this will never be due to any gratuitous caprice, any subterfuge, on the part of the author. Does it not happen to all of us, even those of us who have the most faith in the future, to ask ourselves, as we look around us : *c What's all this going to lead to ? " and to find the world we live in " very bewildering " ?